
2021 Balance of State PIT Count Committee 

March 9th 2021 
Meeting 11am MT/10am PT 

 

Committee Members: Donna Brundage, Dena Skinner, Steve Thomas, Brian Dale, Sarah O'Banion, Amber 
Taysom, Amanda Johnson, Karen Pearson, Randy Wastradowski, April Durrant, Adam Panitch, Bryan 

Bumgarner, Suzanne Peck, Jennifer Otto, Amy Jenott 
 

Chair Jennifer Otto 

Present Donna Brundage, Dena Skinner, Steve Thomas, Brian Dale, Sarah O'Banion, Randy 
Wastradowski, Jennifer Otto, Amy Jenott 

Not Present Amber Taysom, Amanda Johnson, Karen Pearson, April Durrant, Adam Panitch, 
Bryan Bumgarner, Suzanne Peck 

 
NEW ITEMS: 
1. Committee Roll Call and approve Feb minutes 

a. First motion: Steve Thomas 
b. Second Motion: Donna Brundage  
c. None opposed, February meeting minutes approved. 

 
2. Unsheltered Preliminary Count – Compare to 2020 
  2020 Unsheltered Count 2021 Unsheltered Count 

Region One 64 58 

Region Two 213 101 

Region Three 610 546 

Region Four 13 35 

Region Five 29 28 

Region Six 31 8 

Total 960 776 

 Jennifer Otto relayed that this is just a hand count. These numbers are likely to change- these 
are just preliminary numbers. We have not entered them in yet, sometimes we find duplicates. 
Jennifer relayed we had a good count considering COVID and the shelters being shut down to 
get a general idea for how things are going. They are less because of the COVID- Jennifer 
mentioned she’s hearing a lot about Hotel/Motel vouchers, they were really helpful. People in 
the past may have been in the shelters, are using Hotel/Motel Vouchers. Jennifer mentioned 
that using that COVID money, if you have enough money, it can make a difference. 

 Donna Brundage relayed stimulus checks put a lot of people in hotel motels. Donna relayed the 
numbers are way down in their warming shelters due to that.  

 Jennifer mentioned if you have any other surveys, please email them. Jennifer relayed we are 
still waiting for major shelters to provide their surveys.  

 Jennifer relayed she was excited to see how it went, with all the relationships the committee 
has built up over the years. 

 Jennifer relayed she was on a call with Brian Dale for the FRICH, with 70+ people on the call to 
cover how they did the count this year. Many didn’t do a count. Oregon, Washington, Alaska 
were on the call. Jennifer relayed that we were able to do a full count with a brief survey, the 
committee members did so much to go out. Jennifer had a big shout out for the regional 
coordinators. 

i. Brian relayed that Jennifer’s presentation was awesome. He thanked her for sharing 
what’s going on in Idaho.  
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3. Sheltered Surveys and Housing Inventory Count Update  

 Jennifer mentioned with sheltered surveys we hope to have a better idea, but waiting on a 
couple of larger groups that are having a hard time to get it back. 

 Jennifer relayed HIC was interesting, since the change up due to COVID, some places have more 
housing or have less, lots are using the hotel/motel vouchers. For the HIC, Jennifer mentioned 
we don’t add those beds on unless they are in addition to the beds they normally have 
available. Jennifer relayed it’s been interesting to see how people are doing it all with COVID 
and the extra money coming in.  

 
4. Regional PIT Count Update:   

 Jennifer opened the floor for updates, mentioned people are interested in narratives with how 
the count went, feel free to share: 

 Region 6, Dena Skinner: Dena relayed she does not have a lot to share. The count did look 
different this year. City of Refuge took over quite a bit of it, due to the soup kitchen. They took 
over volunteer work and did all the surveys at the soup kitchen. They also went to other food 
banks. A lot of people didn’t want to take the time to do the survey. Jennifer asked who they 
were working with- Dena said it was Tyler Perkins with City of Refuge. Jennifer relayed they 
don’t have to use HMIS but do, she mentioned they seem so nice and wanting to help out. 
Dena relayed in the last two years they have stepped up and been a big help. 

 Region 5, Sarah O’Banion: Sarah relayed she does not have a lot to share. Sarah was surprised 
to see the numbers the same as last year, and that maybe we could rethink how we do it next 
year. Jennifer relayed there were lots of big families, 7+ families, which accounts for the larger 
numbers. 

 Region 4, Randy Wastradoski: Jennifer mentioned this year the region was much better than 
the last four years. Randy agreed and relayed that was their goal this year- wanting to do better 
than in the past. Randy mentioned they set a good foundation for the years to come. They are 
very pleased with the numbers they got, and looking forward to the next one.  

 Region 3: no one on call. 

 Region 2, Steve Thomas: Steve relayed they did not have the warming shelter in Lewiston- 
which did impact us. Steven mentioned that between the two years there were a few agencies 
that did not help so we didn’t get anything from them. He mentioned they had great 
involvement from Lapwai and the smaller communities. Didn’t get much help out of Moscow. 
Numbers look pretty weak, but about what they expected. Jennifer mentioned that they still 
did pretty good- and that when we can compare to last year, we keep track of shelter surveys, 
we can look at last year and see the different in orgs that have helped to see why the numbers 
are down. 

 Region 1, Donna Brundage: Donna relayed their region lost several sites they typically have. 
Libraries are closed. No one felt comfortable riding the busses. Our warming shelters are down. 
Donna mentioned she would be interested in Spokane’s numbers since the Catholic Charities 
shelter added 600 beds day/night shelters. Donna mentioned they think that’s where they are 
going.  

i. Brian Dale mentioned that he would ask if HUD has information on numbers in Spokane. 
ii. Jennifer asked Donna who ran the Spokane agency? Donna mentioned that SSVF used 

to help with it- Goodwill, Donna mentioned that she did not know if they were still 
helping or not. SSVF did majority of their count in the outlying areas. They use an APP 
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for theirs. Donna asked about HMIS- Jennifer mentioned anyone can use whatever 
software that we want, but that we cannot share HMIS data between states. Jennifer 
wondered if there was something we could do for next year- like what state did you 
sleep in? To see the movement between states. Sleeping in Idaho but in Washington 
during the day.  

iii. Donna said they have seen an uptick of people driving in from Spokane to get their mail 
from Idaho. 

iv. Jennifer asked if Steve sees that too? Do people go across the bridge to get services? 
Steve mentioned there’s not a lot, the warming shelter is on the Idaho side so they 
usually come to Idaho for services since Clarkston is smaller and has less services. 

v. Donna also mentioned marijuana is legal in Spokane, so it plays a factor in where people 
are at. Jennifer asked if they feel like there’s less people coming for services or housing 
but waiting for something they aren’t in Idaho? Donna mentioned their housing lists are 
full, 10 years out sometimes. Seeing more people who are needing help are utilities and 
rent assistance. Donna mentioned that we have gotten grants to help get people get 
cars fixed or getting birth certificates. It’s less homeless and more people living 
paycheck to paycheck. There’s a group in CDA that focuses on hospitality and they were 
inundated. That’s the population that’s coming to them for help rather than homeless. 
Jennifer asked if they are able to help them? Donna mentioned they have written a lot 
of grants, and gotten funding for some of that stuff. Donna mentioned that we have 
been able to make an impact for some of that population.  

 Jennifer opened the floor for other comments:  
i. Sarah O’Banion mentioned that a fair amount of folks staying in hotels. 

ii. Jennifer asked Dena Skinner about Idaho Falls area - Dena said the majority of calls are 
about rental assistance due to COVID. Jennifer mentioned all the COVID money- most of 
them are able to get help since there’s a lot of funding. Dena mentioned they are not 
able to fund a lot of people, they are having difficulties getting the documentation 
needed. A lot of people aren’t able to provide layoff notices, so Dena mentioned they 
have run into a lot of difficulty. Jennifer was thinking they could be self-certified. Dena 
mentioned the IHFA local branch they can but the ESG-CV funds they do require that 
certification and documentation.  

iii. Jennifer mentioned there was an email that went out from Mecale McAtee from IHFA 
about new funding for rental and utilities- they can access it again online, it’s state 
money- much more open than the federal. Jennifer relayed to encourage people to 
apply for that one. A lot of money to spend for rent and utilities. Jennifer can forward 
the email from Mecale to anyone who did not get it. 

iv. Jennifer asked about Randy RRH type funding? She asked if they are seeing more rental 
assistance, than homeless? Randy mentioned that is what we’re seeing for a long time. 
Changing a bit, have been working with homeless getting them into a house. But seems 
the bread and butter has been HP keeping them in their housing, helping pay rent and 
try to move forward and become self-sufficient.  

 
5. Next Steps:  

 Jennifer mentioned the next steps for PIT/HIC that IHFA will be working on for the next month 
or so: 

 Enter Unsheltered surveys in HMIS 

 Run Sheltered PIT Counts from HMIS 

 Enter non-HMIS surveys and HMIS surveys into spreadsheet 
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 Extrapolate for missing data 

 PIT Count Compare to 2020 

 Create the Balance of State 2020  PIT Report for the IHCC 

 Send out Regional stipends- make sure to send in receipts to Jennifer, what’s left we’ll 
divide up. Donna mentioned they had left over from last year, so they did not use anything 
this year. Jennifer mentioned to Randy if they hadn’t gotten it yet, let her know- but it’s on 
its way. 

 Submit the PIT and HIC by April 30th 
 

 
FOLLOW-UP ITEMS: 
 

Send in any receipts to Jennifer for incentive reimbursements 
 
POINTS OF INFORMATION: 
Next Meeting Tuesday April 13th 11am MT/ 10amPT. Jennifer said she should have the whole report to 
have it approved before the IHCC meeting in April. So she can get it through the committees and is due to 
HUD by 4/30. 
 
POST-MEETING ACTION ITEMS: 
 
Meeting adjourned: 11:39/MST 

 
 


